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M OST men have learned to ſpeak well 
of grace, but few of them can tell what it is, 
or where it may be found: many will acknow- 
ledge it to be the gift of God ; yet think to 
have it from the lips of men: many are per- 
ſuaded, that all wickedneſs is for want of 

grace; yet, through their ignorance, ſlight the 
appearances thereof in themſelves: many are 
convinced, that there is a ſufficiency therein, 
were it before men's faces, to preſerve them 
from great ſins ; but cannot believe there is a 
ſufficiency therein to ſave them from any fin. 
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Which plainly ſhews, that their ſpeaking well 
of grace is from hearſay, and not from expe- 
rience. 
This little Treatiſe ſheweth, what grace is, 
where it may be found, and how it comes to 
be before men's faces; that it is the only ſa- 


viour from ſin, and ſo the true ſalvation. For 


whoſoever is ſaved from ſin here, ſhall certainly 


be ſaved from death and condemnation here- 


after: and that many may come to be witneſ- 


ſes of this ſalvation, is the defire of 


. 
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Ea UL, an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, writing 
to Titus, the firſt biſhop of Crete, had this 
ſaying, The grace Gcd, that bring:th ſalvati- 


om, hath appeared unto all men, teaching us, that 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, we ſhould 
live ſcberly, righteouſcy, and realy, in this preſent 
world, . 


From which weighty ſayings theſe follow 


ing queſtions ariſe. 


QuesT. 1. What is the grace of God? 
AN SW. The grace of God: that bringeth 


lalvation, is no leſs than a divine inſpiration, 
the gift of God to the ſons and daughters of 
men, an adverſary to the devil, a deitroyer of 
lin, and that which ſaves mankind therefrom. 


The gift of grace, under the goſpel admi- 
niſtration, is the fulfilling of that promiſed 
covenant, which God, by the mouth of his 
prophet Jeremiah, promiſed to make with the 
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houſe of Jacob, which was, hat he would write 
his law in their hearts, and put his Spirit in their 
inward parts: that his people might have a rule 
of righteouſneſs in themſelves to guide their 
iteps by. 


As the princes of the earth rule and govern 
their people by an outward law, ſo the Lord 
reſolved to rule and govern his p-ople by an in- 
ward law : they ſhould have no need to turn 
over the leaves of a book, as the ſeed of Abra- 
ham under the firſt covenant had, to know how 
they ſhould walk in right paths; but they 
| ſhould know, by looking into their own hearts, 
what was right, and what was wrong; what 
they might do, and what they ſhould leave un- 
done; what was juſt, and what was unjuſt; 
what was pleaſing to God, and what was not: 
for this law i is a light, that enlightens men's 
ſouls, as the ſun in the firmament enlighteneth 
our houſes, ſhewing what is clean, 4 What 
is unclean; what may remain, and what is to 
be ſwept out. 


For as God made man in the beginning hum- 
ble, lowly, meek, merciful, pure, peaccable, 
juſt, and faithful; he would have all men to 
be ſo. But Robi as nothing leſs than the 
good Spirit of God, in the inward parts of 
man, can reduce any of us to ſuch a qualifica- 
tion, God hath given to every man a meaſure 


. | 
thereof, to enlighten his underſtanding, and to 
guide him in the path of life and falyation , 
and this meaſure, being the free gift of God, 


5 is by the apoſtle in the text, and many other 
my places of ſcripture, called grace. 

QursT. 2. Where doth the grace of God, 
chat bringeth ſalvation, appear? 
rd s 
n- Axsw. The great God, in his infinite 


wiſdom and everlaſting love, hath placed his 
royal ſced and plant of renown in the hearts of 
the ſons and daughters of men, for that is the 
chief garriſon of the ſoul ; there the grace of 
God, that bringeth ſalvation, may be found : 
from thence, until it come to be veiled by 
clouds of iniquity, it ſhews itſelf a witneſs a- 
gainſt all unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs. 


As every evil motion and temptation, that 
leads to ſin, appears within; ſo the grace of 
God, that is given to men, to ſave from fin, 
appears alſo within. 


There is not a man born into the world, if 
he have lived to commit fin, but hath felt and 
known in himſelf rebukes for fin ; and theſe 
rebukes are the appearances of grace, and call- 
ed in ſcripture, light, and true light ; for it 
manifeſts every work of darkneſs ; it ſhews us 
both when and wherein we have done amiſs : 
and this it hath done in all ages. 
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God hath not in any age left himſelf wich. 
aut 2 witneſs in the hearts of men, to declare 
his righteouſneſs, truth, and faithfulneſs. But 
there is as much difference between the appear. 
ance of grace, and the power of grace to ſalva. 
tion; the light of righteouſaols, and that ful. 
nefs which enables us to lead a life of righte. 
ouſneſs; as is between a ſeed that is ſown, and 
the herb when it is come to full growth : but 
the one leads to the other ; and it 1s he that 
attains to the fulneſs of grace, that comes to 
lead a ſober, THR, godly lite in this pre- 
ſent world. 


It was faid of Jeſus, the ſecond Adams, T hat 
he was full of grace; and we may believe it 
from the fruits he brought forth in this life: 
he was humble, lowly, meek, patient, peacea- 
ble, juſt, and faithful; he reſiſted the devil in 
all his temptations, 1% 4 blaincleſs life, ful. 
filled all righteouſneſs, and in the whole courſe 
of his life, retained what the firſt Adam ſoon 
loſt, namely, the image of God: and wholo- 
ever grows in grace until he attains to his ſta- 
ture, namely, to be filled therewith, may bc 
called, as Job was, A perfect man. 


And as the appearances of grace are inward, 
ſo are all its diſcoveries, revelations, and teach- 


ings; whoſoever applies himſelf to man for a 


right knowledge of the things of God, goes 


a wrong ſchool ; Fer, as Paul truly ſaid, 
that which may be knoun of God ts manifeſt withm, 


The proud, the covetous, the envious, and 
other ungodly perſons, may for a time, and a 
long time, have the appearances of grace ; 
they may have rebukes for ſin ; but if by ſuch 
rebukes, they do not learn righteouſneſs, they 
grow not in grace, neither doth grace grow in 
them; all ſuch hide their talent, and in time, 
for want of improvement, come to have it 
quite taken from them ; and being left grace- 
leſs, lead a wicked and ungodly life in this 
preſent world. 


Qursr. 3. If the grace of God 3 
unto all, and if there be a ſufficiency therein 
to make them godly, how comes it to paſs, 
that there are fo many ungodly ? 


Axsw. As the grace of God that bringeth 
alvation, appears unto all men, ſo motions of 
in, that lead to deſtruction, appear unto all 
men, and commonly, make the firit appearance. 
All'men have evil motions and temptations in 
themſclves to fin, before they are acquainted 
with any rebukes in themſelves for ſin; and 
the work of the devil is to make forbidden 
things appear deſirable, the world and the va- 
nities thereof to be full of pleaſantneſs : and' 
as our affections come to be taken therewith, 
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as we make the world our delight, and purſue 
after it, we depart from God; and thoug| 
grace may make many appearances, though the 
good ſpirit of God may long ſtrive with us, 


though we have in ourſelves many checks and 


rebukes, and are thereby made ſenſible that 
our ways and our doings diſpleaſe God, yet 
we are prone to perſevere therein; and througi 


a continued perſeverance, fin grows and comes 


to have dominion over us: and the devil mak- 
ing one ungodly perſon a bait to catch another, 
is the very cauſe why we have ſo many un- 
_ godly livers in the world. 


The further any man goeth from God and 
godlineſs, the leſs deſire he hath to return; 
and the more delight he takes in the vanities 
of this world, the leſs felicity he beholds in 
the things of God. And as long as one ſpark 
of grace remains, the devil will follow all ſuch 
with his temptations; for he can call none 
really his own, until they become quite grace- 
leſs; and many ſuch graceleſs ones would be 
apparently found, were not wickedneſs limit- 
ed by an 1 outward law. 


Were we, as Iſrael once was, without 3 
king ; or as the inhabitants of Laiſh, who had 
no magiſtrate in the land, to put them to ſhame 
for any thing ; we ſhould find many who bear 
the Chriſtian name to be of the devil's nature, 


Py. ' wa. thc. rn 


working all manner of wickedneſs. And ſo it 


highly concerns all who have-the appearances 
of grace, from the rebukes thereof, to learn 
righteouſneſs, that it may grow in them, and 
be their guide : for nothing but grace, and obe- 
dience unto righteouſneſs, makes any of us dif- 
fer from the worſt of men in vile actions; for 
as all righteouſneſs proceeds from a fulneſs of 
grace, ſo the aboundings of wickedneſs is 
through a deprivation of grace. 


QuesrT. 4. What manner of ſalvation doth 


| the grace of God bring? 


Axsw. As the appearances of grace are re- 
bukes for fin, fo the ſalvation that grace brings, 
is a ſaving from ſin. 


If grace teach men to live ſoberly, right- 
eouſly, and godly in this preſent world, grace 
faves good men from {in in this preſent world. 


We read of an angel that appeared to Jo- 
ſeph, ſaying, Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife, for that which ts conceived in her, ts of the 
Holy Ghift, and ſbe fhall bring forth a San, and 
thou ſhalt call his name Feſus, for he * ſave his 
people from their fins. 


5 Nothing CELL gt image of God in man 


but ſin; nor can any thing recover that image 
again, but our being ſaved from fin. 
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The mortification of ſin brings men to their 
beginning: the more humble, lowly, meek, and 
merciful any man is, the more he reſembles his 
Maker; the more patient, peaceable, juſt, up- 
right, and faithful any man is found, the more 
conformable he is to the life and nature of Chriſt. 


Paul told the Epheſians, that they were ſay. 
ed by grace; and what were they ſaved from, 
but from the power of Sin and Satan? And 
where was this grace but in their own hearts ? 
Before they came, through turning from their 
iniquities, to have grace in their hearts, they 
walked, as thouſands now do, according to the 
courſe of the world, not denying, but fulfilling 
the deſires of their minds ; and all ſuch are, as 
they then were, without Chriſt, without light, 
without life, without the ſenſe or feeling of any 
thing in them that was of God; aliens from 
the government of Chrilt's eternal Spirit in 
their inward parts, and ſtrangers from the pro- 
miſed covenant; knowing no more of a law 
in their hearts, to guide their ſteps by, than 
the ungodly men of this age do. 


But when they came to be quickened by 
Chriſt, and to have in their own hearts his 
good Spirit, and to be led thereby, they were 
faved from ſin, they came to have new natures, 
and ſo to be new creatures; and then they were 
no longer ſtrangers to Chriſt's government by 


3 
a law in themſelves, but ſubjects to righteouſ- 
neſs, citizens with ſaints, and of God's family. 
To which bleſſed ſtate we might all come, did 
we but embrace the gift of God for our ſalva- 
tion, and give ourſelves up to be taught and 
guided thereby ; which would be our wiſdom, 
ſince nothing elſe can ſubdue Satan, ſave from 
ſin, and enable us to live ſoberly, righteoully, 
and godly, in this preſent world. 


Saving from ſin, on this fide the grave, may, 
to ſuch as are ſtrangers to God's ſalvation, ſeem 
an incredible thing; but were they ſo well ac- 
quainted with the power of gracè, as too many 
are with the ſtrength of ſin, they would ſay, 


Chriſt's yoke was eaſy, 


Hath it not been the ſaying of many ungod- 


ly men, That they would amend their lives, if 


they had but power & 


Where the hearts of any, through a perſe- 
verance in fin, come to be filled with unright- 
couſneſs, Sin and Satan have ſuch power over 
the faculties of their ſouls, that they cannot re- 
ſiſt evil motions and temptations z3 but mult 
yield thereunto, and ſuffer themſelves to be led 
away thereby, though Py Know it is to evil 
practices. 


And if fin have fuch Woinlifion 888 ungod- 
ly men, why may not grace have as much do- 
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minion over godly men? Surely good Joſeph 
found ſuch a power in his foul, when he ſaid, 
How can I do this evil, and fin againſt Gid 


Grace, being a divine inſpiration, commands 
the hearts of all good men; and the heart be- 
ing the chief garriſon of the ſoul, commands 
every member of the body, . them in 
with bit and bridle. 


The ear of a gracious man is tur from 
hearkening to fables and evil reports; his cyc 
is turned aſide from gazing upon vanity ; his 
tongue is not ſuffered to curſe, ſwear, lie, or 
to be employed in any idle communication; 
his hand is limited from taking of bribes to 
pervert juſtice, and from taking by violence, 
or otherwiſe, any thing that is not his own: 
his feet are reſtrained from going with the 
drunkard to exceſs, or with a lewd woman to 
the chamber of wantonneſs, or with rude per- 
fons to rioting, revelling, or any other rude 
exerciſe : and by this dominion, that grace 
comes to have over us, the Lord faves his peo- 
ple from their ſins. And as we live in ſubjec- 
tion to this power, we are ſervants to another 
Prince ; fin and fatan have loſt their dominion 
over us; and this is God's ſalvation ; by this 
we come to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- 
ly, in this preſent world. 


FS 
QUEST. 5. Who did the apoſtle mean 


when he ſaid, Teaching us; was it the world 


in general, or only ſoine particulars ? 


AnsSw.* Chriſt was given as a light to the 
Gentiles; to which, as they became obedient, 
he was alſo their leader out of all ungodlineſs, 


and they came to live under the government of 


his eternal Spirit in their own hearts: for 
ſuch only the Lord owns for his people, and 
none but ſich can call him Loxd in truth, 


Grace appears unto all men : every one that 
is born into the world hath a light in his ſoul, 
that ſhews him the motions of ſin, and rebukes 
him when, and as oft as, he yields thereunto. 


All righteouſneſs is learned out of the book 
of the law, when it comes to be written in our 
hearts; but that law being the law of the Spi- 
rit of-life, we muit be quickened by Chriſt, 
and have the Spirit of life, before we Can 
learn from that law. 


Our ancellves made it their concern to teach 


youth good manners, as temperance, modera- 
tion, chaſtity, civil behaviour, to be dutiful to 
parents, to ſhew reſpect to their elders, to be 
circumſpeR in their communication, ſwift to 


hear, flow to ſpeak, to anſwer with meekneſs 
and gravity, to be true to their truſt, faithful 


in their promiſes, juſt in their dealings, keep- 
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16 
ing to their word in all things, that their word 
might be taken in all caſes without doubt or 
ſeruple; every one to know his place, and a- 
: bide therein. 


Now as we turn from ungodlineſs to ſobrie- 
ty, we bring forth all theſe fruits in our lives; 
for grace tcacheth all this and much more; but 
ſince we find ſo few thus qualified, we may 
certainly conclude, that though grace appears 
unto all, all are not obcdient thereto. 


Quesr, 6. We muſt confeſs that we have 
| known inward rebukes for ſin; we have been 
checked, reproved, and convicted in ourſelves 
after we have done amis ; ; but we have not 
found any thing in and of ourſelves, when 
ſtrong motions and temptations have ariſen in 
our minds, to reſtrain us with bit and bridle 
from doing amiſs; and to deny ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts in our own {trength, ſeems 
too hard for any mortal; eſpecially when any 
lordly fin hath got the dominion over us: what 
can we do in ſuch a cale 7 


Answ. Could man, in his own ſtrength, 
deliver his ſoul from under the power of fin 
and ſatan, return vnto God, and lead a fobcr, 
_ righteous, godly life in this preſent world, there 
would have been no necd of a Redeemer, no 


occaſion for a Saviour, no uſe of a quickening 


Spirit, to give life to our ſouls, no neceflity of 
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God's writing his law in our hearts, for a rule 
to guide our ſteps by; no want of a light in 
our ſouls to ſhew us where the devil foreada his 
net, caſts his bait, lays his gin, and diſplays his 
falſe colours: but man can no more deliver his 
ſoul from the power of fin and ſatan without 
the help of the Lord, than Ifrael, when they 
were in Egypt, could go free from the ſervi- 
tude of Pharaoh without his help ; therefore 
grace appears unto all men for their aid.. And 
though the appearance of grace may ſeem but 
ſmall aid to ſct our fouls free from the ſervi- 
tude of fin and ſatan, and to conduct us in the 
way of life and ſalvation, 'till we come to the 
end of our race, to live under Chriſt's govern- 
ment; it*is not ſmaller than Iſracl's aid was, 
to bring them from under the ſervitude of Pha- 
raoh, and conduct them to the promiſed land. 


Iſrael's aid was but two 2ged men {the youn- 
ger of them being about eighty years old), hav- 
ing no weapons but a rod in one of their hands ; . 
yet by this ſmall means, God being with them, 
they brought from under the power and ſervi- 
tude of Pharaoh, ſix hundred thouſand men, be- 
des women and children: and grace, being 2 
divine inſpiration, is aid enough to bring fix 
hundred thouſand millions from under the ſer- 
vitude of fin and power of ſatan, did men but 
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confide therein, and give themſclves up to be 
guided thereby. 


| Inward rebukes, if we have regard thereun- 
to, beget a fear in men, as the ſhaking of the 
rod doth in children; and as The fear of I. 
Lord is the beginning of wiſdom, ſo it is the be- 
ginning of a reformation of our lives. 


If I be checked in myſelf for making a lie, 
and have regard to that which checked me, I 
ſhall be afraid of making another; or if I find 
in myſelf rebukes for not keeping my promiſe, 

or for doing any thing amiſs, and have regard 
to ſuch rebukes, I ſhall be afraid to do the like, 
leſt the next rebukes be ſharper ; and as this 
holy fear abides in us, we come to deny ungod- 
lineſs, and in denying ungodlineſs we learn 
righteouſneſs : but ſuch as find in themſelves 
rebukes for fin, and have no regard thereunto, - 
are like unto children that carry horn-books at 
their fides, and learn nothing therein: they 
are no ſcholars in the ſchool of grace. | 


Me have read, that Repro, of inſtruction are 
the way to life, and many good men may be 
found at this day, who will acknowledge that 
they had never come to a life of righteouſnels, 
had they not had reproofs of inſtruction from 
their own hearts, by which they came to deny 
unrighteouſneſs. For where rebukes for ſin 
are received in love, the Lord doth not leave 
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ſuch ſouls, but follows them therewith ; and 
the more vices they ſubdue, the more, in the 
light of the Lord, ſhall they fee, and the more 
power ſhall they receive from him to overcome 
them. 


If one plague will not make Pharaoh willing 
to let Iſrael go, he ſhall have another, and a- 
nother, until he be willing; and if one rebuke 
will not make us willing to part with a belov- 
ed ſin, we ſhall have another, yea, trouble and 
terror. 


Paul knew terror before he came to find 
peace with God, and peace in his own conſci- 
ence ; he was acquainted with judgment, be- 
fore he came to obtain victory. Nothing hath 
power to break the bonds of captivity, and ſet 
us free from the law of fin and death, but the 
law of the Spirit of life in our own hearts. 


Iſrael's main enemies were not ſubdued as 
ſoon as they came out of Egypt, but when they 
came into the promiſed land; neither is the 
body of fin made weak as ſoon as we turn from 
unrighteouſneſs, but when we come 1nto the 
life of righteouſneſs, to have grace before our 
faces, as Joſhna was before thetr faces: for ſin 
cannot ſtand in the face of righteouſneſs, no 
more than the Canaanites could ſtand in the 
face of Joſhua. | 

| | | C 2 
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And if any lordly ſin have got dominion over 
us, I ſhall not ſay, as one formerly ſaid, Fight 
not with great nor ſmall, but with the king I, 
rae]; but rather when violent motions ariſe, 
ſtand ſtill, and the Lord will fight for us; for 
as our hearts come to be poſſeſſed with grace, 
if the enemy ſhould come in as a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord, being in our inward parts, 
will lift up a ſtandard againſt him. 


The Lord's controverſy is not, as men vain- 
ly imagine, againſt the ſinner, but againſt the 
author of ſin; his appearances are all in love 
to ſave the ſinner, and by his judgments to 
weaken the ſtrength of ſin: for man once freed 
from fin, is as willing to lead a righteous life, 
as any ungodly man can be to lead a wicked 
life, and more joy he hath, though the world 
cannot ſee it. 


Quesr. 7. What may truly and — 
be called a — righteous, godly life? 


Answ. A ſober life, many may, in fome 
meaſure, be acquainted with, but a righteous, 
godly lite, is rarely conſidered. 


Devotion, which conſiſts in hearing. of ſer- 
mons, reading of good books, performing of 
family duties, &c. hath for many ages been ac- 
counted godlineſs, and the pracutioners there · 
8 of righteous pecple. 
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Theſe things are not to be diſcommended, 
where they are done in ſincerity; but theſe 
are not the true character of righteouſneſs and 
godlineſs. | : 


This and much more might be found amongſt 


the Scribes and Phariſees, yet Jeſus told his 


diſciples, that Except their righteouſneſs exceeded 
the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, they 
could in na wiſe enter into the kingdom of God, 


And who is there amongſt us, that are call- 
ed Chriſtians, but one day in ſeven will be in 


the exerciſe of ſomething that is called godli- 


neſs, though they have not learned to deny un- 
godlineſs ? And ſuch as have not learned to de- 
ny ungodlineſs, are far from ſuch a righteous, 


godly life, as the grace of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt teacheth all its followers. 


One way to know what is righteous and god- 
ly, is to conſider what is unrighteous and un- 
godly ; for the one is oppoſite to the other, as 
light to darkneſs: and theſe things that follow, 
molt will acknowledge to be unrighteous and 
ungodly, viz. drunkenneſs, whoredom, theft, 
envy, hatred, bloodfhed, ſwearing, curſing, ly- 
ing, extortion, fraud, doubledealing, talebear- 
ing, and whiſpering, which is the feed of ſtrife: 
all theſe things are unrighteous, and pride, a- 
bove many evils, molt ungodly. 5 
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Theſe are not fruits proceeding from the 
good Spirit of God, but from the evil ſpirit of 
this world; not iſſues of life, but ſtreams that 
flow from a corrupt ſpring ; theſe. come not 
trom the teaching of grace in our hearts, but 
from evil motions that ariſe in our minds: 

theſe make us ſinners before the Lord ; and as 
long as we live in the practice of any of them, 
we ſhall not be righteous in his fight : thoſe 
that brought forth fruits of this kind have, in 
all ages of the world, been teitified againſt, as 
unrighteous and ungodly livers. I heſe are in- 
firmities of the ſoul, that millions of money 
have been given to phyſicians to cure; but be- 
hold, health hath not been by them reſtored, 
Theſe are weeds that thouſands have been hir- 
ed to pluck up, but to this day have not made 
clean gardens, nor ever will by all the art they 
have, for Chriſt is the Phyſician of ſouls; 
none can take aw * the ſins of the world, but 
he alone. 


Whoſoever thinks to attain to a righteous, 
godly life, but by the teaching of grace in his 
own heart, deceiveth his own foul. 


Men may lop, or hinder the growth of ma- 
ny branches of 1 iniquity that appear outwardly, 
but cannot take away the cauſe which is with- 
in; and until the cauſe is removed, there Can 
| be no thorough ©: cure. 
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As grace hath a ſpring, ſo iniquity hath a - 


root, and the ax that ſmites at this root is in 
Chriſt's hands; and what is the ax but the 
law of the Spirit of life, a law of righteouſ- 
neſs in our inward parts? This wrought a 
perfect cure in Paul; this made him a free 
man, a good man, and a preacher ; and that 
which cured Paul, and ſet him free from the 
power of ſin, hath a ſufficiency ir in it to ſet all 
men free therefrom. 


Wall in the Spirit, ſaid Paul, and ye ſhall not 
fulfil the lufts of the fl:ſh ; that is the only reme- 
dy, that is the ſoul-healing ſalve; and what is 
the walking in the Spirit, but following this 
leading of grace in our own hearts? For grace, 
as it comes to have the rule over us, brings 
down all exalted thoughts, abaſeth 3 ſhuts 
out covetouſneſs, gives no place unto wrath, 
reduceth us to a cool, quiet frame of ſpirit, in 


which frame we can bear and ſuffer. Grace 


will not ſuffer us to do any unjuſt thing, nor 
allow us to ſpeak an ill word, much leſs to be 
drunk, commit whoredom, ſteal, or any ſuch 
abominable vices: for it is the promiſed Spi- 
rit of truth that leads into all truth, leads out 
of all error, and ſo brings ſalvation indeed. 


No man can lead a righteous life, till a rinks 


ſpirit comes to have the whole poſſeſſion of his 
heart; for from the good treaſures of the heart 
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proceed all good living ; for that is the guide, 
and this guide being a divine nature, makes us 
heavenly minded. | 


Nothing exceeds the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, hut the righteouſneſs 
that proceeds from a right Spirit in our own 


hearts; for that is not our own righteouſneſs, 


but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


As murder, adultery, theft, which are ſome 
of the worſt of evils, proceed out of the heart, 
whilſt the evil ſpirit of this world hath the poſ- 
ſeſſion thereof; ſo goodwill. to all men, which 
is a principal virtue, proceeds out of the heart, 
when the good Spirit of God comes to make 
its abode there ; but this abode is not known, 
till, by denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
the ſpirit of this world is denied, and thereby 
the heart cleanſed; then, and not ᷑till then, can 
we come to know the Lord our Righteouſneſs. 


He that is reduced to ſuch a qualification, as 
to have goodwill to all men, is of all men mot 
_ godly; for as God, in his unlimited love to 
mankind, cauſeth his fun to ſhine on the evil and 
an the good, and his rain to deſcend on the juſt 
and on the unjuſt; ſo he that hath goodwill to 
all, will not wrong any, oppreſs any, ſhew vio- 
lence to any, or ſpeak evil of any, but be rea- 


dy to ſerve all men in love and faithfulneſs; 
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and this is a true character of a fakes; righte- 
ous, godly man ; ſuch is converted indeed, and 
become a weaned child, and is entered into that 
kingdom that conſiſts in righteouſneſs, peace, 


and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


And ſince this reformation is only and alone 


by the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, give me 
leave to ſay, with the prophet, Ho, every one 
that thirfteth, come ye to the waters and drink ; 

every one that hath a deſire in his ſoul after 
righteouſneſs, turn in to the grace of God in 


his own-heart. The water that the prophet 
invited all thirſty ſouls unto, is no other than 


that which Chriſt giveth; and whoſoever drink- 
eth thereof thirſteth no more, but hath, as ma- 
ny at this day can witneſs, a well in himſelf, 
not only iſſuing, but flowing-up to eternal life. 


The grace of God is a free gift, without 
money and without price ; nothing is required 


on man's part, but to hearken thereunto, and 


take counſel} therefrom; Hear, ſaid the pro- 
phet, aud your ſouls ſhall live. | 


Adam, hearkening to evil motions, died un- 


to righteouſneſs, and ſo do all ungodly men 


but he that hearkens to the voice of grace, lives 


unto; righteouſneſs, and from the flowings of 

that ſpring that he hath in himſelf, leads a ſo- 

ber, h godly life in this preſent worls. 
D | 
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Hearing and reading, at the beſt, tend to in. 
ſtruct us in what we ought to do; but godli- 
neſs is doing what grace teacheth; and all ſuch 
doings are right and good. 


QuesT. 8. Were not the ſcriptures writ- 
ten for our learning, and are not they a ſuffi. 
cient rule of righteouſneſs ? 


Answ. The ſcriptures are a rule; but 
who can walk by that rule, unleſs he be in- 
ſpired with the good Spirit of God ? 


The houſe of Jacob had not only ten commands 
written on tables of ſtone, but many other ſta- 


tutes and judgments, proceeding from a right- 


eous judge, written in their books, and not on- 
Iy read, but alſo expounded unto them every 
ſabbath day, that they might walk in righteous 
paths 3 but though they had the words of God 
in their books, many had not the fear of God 
in their hearts; and ſo, though they had a great 
zeal for an outward worſhip and form of devo- 
tion, yet they were ungodly in life and con- 
verſation. 


And what ſhall I fr of us who are called 


Chriſtians? We have the words of God, and 
the words of Chriſt, the words of the prophets, 
and the words of the apoſtles in our books; we 


have large rules of righteouſneſs, but do we 


guide our ſteps by our rule? Or can we? 


Fa 
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The Chriſtian's rule of righteouſneſs is 
Chriſt's direction; let us, who ſay the ſerip- 
ture is our rule, examine our abilitics to walk 
by our rule: Are we lights to the world ? Do 
our good works glorify God, or ſhame. our 
Chriſtian profeſſion? Are we fo far from com- 
mitting adultery, that we have not ſo much as 


a luſtful thought? Are we ſo far guided by the 


truth, that .every word, that proceeds out of 
our months by way of promiſe, is ſure and 
ſtedfaſt? Can we refrain from ſmiting uhen we 
are ſmitten ® Can we give our cloak to him that 


ſues us at the Iaw, and wrongfully takes away our 


coat © Can we love our enemies? Can we Bleſs 


them that curſe us? Can we de geod to them that 


hate us Can we pray for them that deſpitefully 
uſe us Can we depend an God's providence, 
without taking care what we ſhall cat, or what we _ 
ſhall drink? Can we 40 unto all men, in all things 
whatſzever, as we would that they ſhould do unto 
us? This is Chtiit's yoke ; can we bow our 
hearts and minds thereunto? This is Chriſt's 
burthen, and can we bear it? He ſaid, His 
yoke was eaſy, and his burthen Iight ; but if theſe 
things be too hard, and too heavy a burthen to 
us, it is becauſe we have not his grace and his 
Spirit; we have a Chriſtian name, but are not 
in the Chriſtian nature; we have a rule, but 
have not power to walk by our rule ; and then 
what good dots our rule do us? 
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If ever we think to walk by ſcripture rulcs, 
if ever we intend to keep our Lord's command, 
and if we would lead a righteous, godly life in 
this preſent world, we muſt turn in to the 
grace of God in our own hearts, for that gives 
us power to keep to our rule. 


It was for want of grace, that the feed of 
Abraham could not keep Moſes's commands ; 
it is for want of grace, that Chriftians do 105 
keep Chriſt's commands: he lays no other bur- 
then on us than what he bore himſelf; the ful- 
neſs of grace that dwelt in him, made all theſe 
things caſy to him; and, as we grow in grace 
till we come to be filled therewith, they will 
be caſy unto us: grace mortifies ſin, and where 
ſin is mortified, nothing is eaſier than to lead 
a righteous life. 


On. But ſome may ſay, our dependance 
for life and ſalvation is not on works of right- 
equſneſs, but on faith : we believe, and there- 
tore hope to be ſaved. 


Axsw. I know that i is moſt men's depend 
ance, and faith we all think we have: but is 
it a faith that purifies the heart, and makes 
our bodies fit temples for the Holy Ghoſt ? 


Paul put the Corinthians on an examination 
of themſelves, on a trial and proof of their 
faith ; and it would not be amiſs, if all that 
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account themſelves believers, did prove their 
faith by the ſame touchitone ; Anvw ye not, ſaid 
Paul, that Chriſi is in you except you be reprobates* 


Was Chriſt in the Corinthians? And is he 
not in all men that turn from ungodlineſs, and 
come to have their hearts purified ? 


How can we know the only true God, if 


we do not behold his preſence? How can we 
know our Saviour, if he be not in us, to fave 

us from our ſpiritual enemies, as Joſhua was 
in the camp of Iſrael, to ſave them from their 
outward enemies? And this is life eternal, not 


only to hear of a God and a Saviour, but to 


know him.; to feel the power of God, and to 
be witneſſes of Chriſt's ſalvation ; theſe are 
believers, and true believers, for their eyes 
have ſeen what they believe. 


Faith and works of righteouſneſs go toge- 


ther ; he that hath the one hath both, and 
grace is the ſpring from whence both proceed; 
the . appt the ungodly, the graceleſs, have 
neither. | 


QuesT. 9. If inward and ſpicitual grace 


be ſufficient to teach us our duty towards God 


and man, and to eſtabliſh us in righteouſneſs; 


wherefore was there an outward miniſtry, and 
to what end were apoitles, prophets, evangeliſts, 


paſtors, and teachers, given to the church? 
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Axsw. Paul, as he told king Agrippa, 


was made a miniſter and a witneſs: he wes 2 
witneſs of the po verful operation of grace in 
his own ſoul, and ſo could tell others what it 
could do for them. 


In the ſtate of degeneration all men are 


- > ſtrangers to grace, they know not th Lord; 


and the work of the miniltry is to open the 
underſtandings of all ſuch, and to turn them 
to this heavenly teacher; ſince nothing elſe 
can enable them to lead a ſober, righteous, 


_ godly life in this preſent world. 


And as ſome were ordained to plant, ſo o- 
thers were given to water, that no young 
plant might wither before it came to be root- 
ed and grounded. 


We find that, in the primitive times, ſorne 
declined from what they had attained to, for 


that they kept not with their guide ; ; and with 


ſuch Paul was forced to travail in birth again: 
for as plants are not grounded as ſoon as they 
are planted, ſo men are not eſtabliſhed in 
righteouſneſs as ſoon as they are turned from 
unrighteouſneſs; ; and ſuch as were ſtrong, 
were to watch over the weak, and lend them 
a helping hand in their travails, until they all 
came, in the unity of the Spirit, to be per- 


tet men, and then there is no more need of 
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ze 
man's help ; and we are all perfect men, when 


a right Spirit comes to have 125 whole govern- 
ment in us. 


But who are fit to plant and water? No 
ungodly men, for ſuch have not the Spirit of 
Teſus, ſuch know not the way of God's ſalva- 
tion theinſclves, and ſo cannot direct others 
thereto, nor lend them a hand therein ; but 
ſuch as are, what Paul after his converſion 
was, not only miniiters, but witneſſes of what 
they teitify; or ſuch as have travailed in the 
way of God's falvation themſelves, and are 
come, through the teachings of grace, to that 
ſtrength and perfection, as to deny ungodlineſs 


and worldly tufts, and to live . aberly, rigs 


2 godly in this preſent world. 
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CHRISTIANITY, 


FROM THE 


Life and Nature of CHRIST, and true 
CHRISTIANS: | 


With a Deſcription of true GopDLIN ESS, and the Way by 
| which we may conform our Lives thereunto. 


ANY profeſſors of Chriſtianity, in our 
preſent age, conclude that Godlineſs 
conſiſteth in hearing, reading, praying, praiſ— 
ing, &c. which are all good exerciſes, if right- 
ly performed, and may be called Chriſtian du- 
ties; for all true Chriſtians are required, and, 
- by the good Spirit of God in their own hearts, 
often ſtirred up to perform them. 


Howbeit, the performance of theſe and ſuch 
like things alone, is no certain proot of God- 
lineſs; Chriſtianity cannot be known thereby, 
for as there was a more excellent righteouſneſs 
than what was found in the zealous Phariſees, 
ſo there is a more excellent godlineſs than 
what appears in moſt profeſſed Chriſtians, 


FF 
For hearing, reading, praying, praiſing, with 
other exerciſes of that nature, may be iniitat- 
ed; the ungodly, as well as the godly, the for- 
maliſt, as well as the ſincere, may be found in 


the practice of ſuch things; but true godlineſs 


cannot be imitated, being the natural effects of 
the rule and government of a right Spirit, and 
may be truly called the iſſues of life, which 


none can bring forth, but ſuch who are Chriſ- 


tians indeed. 


True godlineſs is ſupernatural, and ſo above 
the reach of Adam's offspring, who, whilſt they 


continue in the fall, are ſervants to ſin; we 


muſt be reduced to a godlike nature before we 


can bring forth a godly converſation : grapes 
cannot be expected from thorns, nor figs from 
thiſtles ; the tree muſt be made good before the 
fruit can be good; a righteous life is the natu- 
ral effects of a right Spirit; our lights cannot 
ſhine forth before men, until we are enlighten- 
ed with the light of Chriſt : without a true 
converſion, there can be no true converſation ; 
for all men, ia the nature of fallen Adam, be- 

ing ungodlike, until they are raiſed by Chriſt 
the ſecond Adam, cannot live godlike. 


The life and nature of Chriſt, all true Chrif: 
tians, who have the Spirit of Chriſt, may find 
in themſelves; and others may have ſome ſenſe 
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thereof by reading and well conſidering the con- 
tents of the fitth, ſixth, and ſeventh chapters of 
Matthew, where it is ſaid, that Ius ſeeing the 
multitude, went up into a mountain, and when he 
was ſet, his diſciples came unto him, and he apen- 
ed his mouth and taught them; and what he 
taught his diſciples then, he teacheih all true 
Chriſtians now ; though he aſcended, the Ho- 
ly Spirit that dwelt in him deſcended, and did 
then, doth now, and to the end of the world 
will, tabernacle with all the Lord's redeemed 
to be their teacher; and as many as walk after 
this Spirit are taught of Chriſt, and walk in 
his footſteps; for as no vine beareth one kind 
of grape, and the branches another, ſo all the 
members of Chriſt anſwer the life of Chriſt in 
their converſations; they are naturally humble, 
lowly, meek, merciful, patient, peaceable, juſt, 
upright, honeſt, and faithful: a Chriſtian 1s 
not known by his words or his devotion ; but 
by his works, his nature, his life, and his con- 
verſation. . | 


J ſhall not inſiſt on all particulars contained 
in the fore-mentioned chapters, but chiefly on 
the five following exhortations or commands of 
our Lord ; the leaſt of which, for a true trial 
of Chriſtianity, is more to be obſerved than 
that command, Luke xxii. 19. This do in re- 
membrance of me ; for the proud as well as the 
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humble, the cruel as well as the merciful, the 
fraudulent 2s well as the juſt, the ungodly as 
well as the godly, can conform to the one, but 
cannot conform to the other. 


The true trial of Chriſtianity is to be found 
in the life and nature of Chriſt; if the Spirit 
of Chriſt have the rule in us, theſe following 
fruits will be brought forth by us. 


1. In all our communication, our yea will 
be yea, and our nay, nay; the word that go- 
eth out of our lips will be ſure. 


He that is a Chriſtian indeed hath no neceſ- 
ſity in himſelf, nor need to be urged by others, 
to bind his ſoul with an oath to perform his 
wore for the law of the Spirit of lite in his 


Chriſtians in their communications weigh 
their words before they utter them, with their 
capacities to perform them; knowing that a 
promiſe cannot be broken without violating the 
righteous law of God in their own hearts; and 
whenever ſuch violence is done, terror and ; 
and this makes good men, who live under the 
government of Chriſt, dread much more to 
break their words, than others do to forfeit 
their bonds; and this holy dread makes our 


vea to be yea, and our nay to be yy this 
E-2 | 
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makes us cautious in our promiſes, and careful 
in our performances ; the exhortation may be 
read in ſcripture, but the binding tie muſt be 
known in our own hearts : all who have the 


ſcripture have this rule; but unleſs we have a 


principle of life in ourſelves, we cannot walk 
by this rule ; and we mult not only have ſuch 
a principle, but we mult alſo improve it by a 
continued practice, before it comes to be our 
life, our centre, and our nature; 'till then we 
may ſay, Theſe things we ſhould do, but cannot 


ſay, Theſe things we do ; and fo witneſs againſt 


ourſelves, that, though we have the ſcriptures, 
we Walk not according to the ſcriptures; though 
we have the words of Chriſt, we are not in the 
life and nature of Chriſt ; our yea is not yea, 
and our nay, nay, in our communication; our 
words and our promiſes are not ſtedfaſt and ſure. 


Swearing, in the communication of Chriſti- 


ans, is ſuperfluous; for where truth rules in 
the heart, there cannot be falſehood in the lips. 
Prove a profeſſed Chriſtian by this rule, mea- 
ſure him by this line, weigh him in this ba- 
| lance: if his yea be yea, and his nay, nay, in 
all his communication; if he be a man of his 


word at all times ; if his performances be one 


with his promiſes, he abides in the doctrine of 
Chriſt; and this is an evident demonſtration 
that he is a Chriſtian indeed. But if theſe 
performances be wanting, though he has a 
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Chriſtian name, he is not in the Chriſtian na- 
ture; for, as I ſaid before, what manner of 
grape the vine beareth, the branches thereof, 
if they continue in the vine, bear the ſame. 


The ſecond exhortation or command of our 
Lord was this, Ręſiſt not evil; and this was not 
only his doctrine, but his life and nature, as 
we may plentifully read in fcripture. Though 
he met with revilings, reproaches, buffetings, 
and cruel uſage, we do not find that he was 
once moved thereby, much leſs that ever he re- 


ſiſted; but gave his face to the ſmiter, and his 


cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: and 


when he was led as a lamb to the ſlaughter, he 
was as a ſbecep dumb before the ſhearer, he opened © 
not his mouth ſo much as to ſay, What have 


I done? Or, Why is it thus ? 

Nou the fruits of the Spirit, in head and 
members, captain and followers, Chriſt and 
Chriſtians, are one in nature : for as Chriſt 
was humble, lowly, meek, patient, peaceable, 
under all his ſufferings, ſo are Chriſtians, if 
Chriſtians indeed ; they render not evil for 
evil, they defire not an eye for an eye, nor a 
tooth for a tooth ; revenge of any kind is far 
from them ; but as patience and forbearance 
was the life and nature of Chriſt, ſo it is the 
life and nature of all Chriſtians, as they grow 


in grace, and come to the fulneſs of the ſta- 


ture of Chriſt. 


| 8 

And by this alſo, profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
may prove themſelves, whether they are Chriſ. 
tians indeed; for it is the deed that manifeſt. 
eth all things, for bad men may have good 
words: forms may be imitated, but the pati- 
ence, the meeknefs, the forbearance. that dwelt 
in Chriſt, and may be found in all true Chril- 
tians, cannot be imitated. If any vice have 
got head in us, make what profeſſion we will, 


the fruit of that vice will be brought forth by 


us; we ſhall be proud, we ſhall be covetous, 
we ſhall be envious : if we be reviled, we ſhall 
revile; if we be ſmitten, we ſhall ſmite ; if 
we be ſued at the law cauſeleſsly, we fhall ſue: 
whilſt it is fo, we are in the world's nature, its 
ſpirit hath the rule over us; and not the low- 


ly, meek, lamblike Spirit of Jeſus. 


The third exhortation or command of Chriſt 
was this, Love your enemies, bleſs them that cur/: 


you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 


them who deſpitgfully uſe you, and perſecute you. 


This alſo was not only the doctrine, but the 
life and nature of Chriſt; and as it is the life 
and nature of Chriſt, ſo it is the life and na- 
ture of Chriſtians, who are thoroughly lcaven- 
ed with the Spirit of Chriſt. 


No man, having the Spirit of Jeſus, and liv- 
ing under the government thereof, can hate the 
perſon of any man; for by creation we are all 
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ty Nhe workmanſhip of God's hands; aud all true 
(. MW Chriitians know that enmity, hatred, curling, 
. J pite, and perſecution, proceed not from men 
»d or women as they are the Lord's creation, but 
. Jas they have loit this image, and thereby be- 
come emptied of good, and filled with all evil: 
tor as an cvil ſpirit comes to have the rule over 
us, evil fruits will be brought forth by us. 


Could we but ſee ourſelves, did we but ob- 
ſerve our own natures, with the fruits we bring 
forth in our lives, we might eaſily judge of our- 
g oa and others, whether we were converts or 

t; whether the Spirit of Chriſt, or the ſpi- 

lit . this world, had the rule in us, and over 
for the courſe of our lives, eſpecially in 
Fea of trial, declares who are led by the meek 
Spirit of Jeſus, and who are not; who are 
leavened with the leaven of Rene and 
who are not; who lead a ſober, upright, god- 
ly life, and who do not; for it is not our 
words, but our converſation that manifeſts 
what ſpirit hath rule in us and over us. 


* 


For until, by converſion, our natures come 
to be changed, we cannot love enemies, hav- 
ing as much enmity againſt them, as they have 
againſt us; we cannot bleſs them, we cannot 
pray for them; we ſhall be forward to do them 
hurt, but far from doing them good. 
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| ie Freter of Chriſtianity, lay aſide 


your forms that you have long contended about; 


meaſure yourſelves by this line, try yourſelves 
by this touchſtone ; are you reduced to fuch a 
frame of ſpirit as to Ive your enemies, Bleſs them 
that curſe you, do good ta them that hate you, and 
pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſc- 
cute au? This is a true character of Chriſti- 
anity; this declares us to be Chriſtians indeed. 


But if our natures be averſe to theſe things, 


let our profeſſion be what it will, we bear not 
the image of God; we are not the children of 
our heavenly Father, for he maketh his ſun le 
riſe on the evil and an the good, and ſendeth rain 


an the juft and unjuſt: and were we but truly 
converted, were our natures thoroughly chang- 


ed, our lives would be conformable ; we ſhould 
be Chriſtians indeed. 


A fourth branch of the life, nature, and dec 
trine of Chriſt was maniteſted in theſe words, 


Take no thought what ye ſhall eat, what ye ſhall 


drink, nor yet for your body, what ye ſhall put on; 
but ſcek ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his right- 


eonſneſs. 


And what is this kingdom that all true 
_ Chriſtians ſhould firſt ſeek ? It cannot be any 
thing above our reach; it muſt be that king- 
dom that Jeſus compared to a loſt piece of ſil- 
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ver; it muſt be an acquaintance with that Spi- 
rit, and the government thereof, that, from the 
beginning, the great God placed in the hearts 
of men, to be their inſtructor in paths of right- 
eouſneſs: which Spirit alone for ſome time 
dwelt in the firſt Adam, but was more abun- 
dantly manifeſted in Chriſt the ſecond Adarn, 
and ſo called in ſcripture the Spirit of Chriſt ; 
for it always dwelt in him, and was not Es 
his life, but the life that he gives to all true be- 
lievers, for their ranſom from under the pow- 
er of ſin and ſatan, and ſo neceſſary to be firſt 
ſought ; for until an humble, lowly, meek, 
lamblike Spirit be raiſed in us, and come to 
have the rule over us, we know not the Lord, 
nor can depend on his Providence : for the ent 
and government of this Spirit reduceth every 
member to an excellent qualification ; and as 
many as are taught thereby, learn therefrom in 
all ee to be content. 


This was the life and nature of Chriſt; The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air neſts, but 
the Son of Man had nit where to lay his head; yet 
he was content ; his thoughts run not out on 
things pertaining to the body: it was meat and 
drink unto him to do his Father's will, and to 
finiſh the work that he was ſent to do; a work 
that none before him ever did, namely, the ful- 


filling of all righteouſneſs, by doing the thing 
F 


that was right in the whole courſe of his lite, 
as a precedent to all his followers. 


And as many as have found the kingdom of 


God and his righteouſneſs, and are come to live 
under the rule and government of a right Spi- 
Tit, have the mind of Chriſt : though they live 
in the world, their thoughts run not out after 
the world. A true Chriſtian converſation is, 
to be diligent in our callings, moderate in onr 
expenſes, and content with our eftates ; who- 
ſoever are reduced to a ſtate of temperance and 
moderation, take but little thought what they 
ſhall eat, or what they ſhall drink, or wherewithal 
they ſhall be clothed ; they delight in juſtice, e- 
quity, truth, and faithfulneſs, and their thoughts 
are exerciſed therein; and, reſting on God's 
Providence, their honeſt endeavour is attended 


with a bleſſing. 
And here profeſſors of Chriſtianity may al- 


To prove themſelves ; this is a true meaſuring 
line, a path that no man can tread, but ſuch 
as have the Spirit of Jeſus: all ungodly men 
ſeek the world firſt, I may ſay firſt and laſt ; 

the riches of the world, the honour of the 
world, the pleaſures of the world, and thc 
praiſe of the world; Mat they ſhall eat, or what 
they ſhall drink, to pleaſe their appetites: YYhat 
they ſhall put on, to be accounted great in the 
world, and to have the pre-eminence above and 
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before their fellow-creatures ; bei thoughts 
run far more, how they ſhall be conformable 
to the faſhions of the world, than how they 
ſhall be conformable to the life, nature, and 
doctrine of Chriſt; which is more heathen- 
like than Chriſtianlike, and not effected by 
the moſt part without much diſhoneſty. 


This is the natural ſtate of the ſons and 
daughters of men, whilſt they continue in a 
ſtate of degeneracy, aliens to the common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to that covenant 
of promiſe that the Lord made with the houſe 
of Jacob. And to a better ſtate none can come, 
but by ſeeking and finding the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs, or the rule and govern- 
ment of Chriſt, by his eternal Spirit, in their 
own hearts; there the ſeed is fown ; there the 
leaven is laid; there the pearl of great price 
is found, but not without digging deep: for 
whilſt vice is uppermoſt, virtue is lowermoſt ; 
whilſt ſin reigns, the power of grace is not 
felt; the bringing down of the one is the ex- 
altation of the other ; there muit be a death 
unto fin, before there can be a new birth unto 
righteouſneſs ; and. there muſt be a new birth 
unto rightcouſneſs, and a growth i in righteouſ- 
neſs, before we can centre in that content, as to 
take ns thought what we ſhall eat, what we ſhall 
drink, or wherewithal we ſhall be clothed. And 
ſo it is very man's a concern, firſt, to 
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ſeek the kingdom of God, and his righteouſ- 
neſs; firſt, to know the rule and government 
of a right Spirit in himſelf; for this qualifies 
him, and makes him capable of leading a 
Chriſtian life, and of performing Chriſtian 
duties both to God and man. 


The fifth and laſt branch of the life, nature, 
and doctrine of Chriſt, that I ſhall here inſiſt 


upon, is this, All things whatſcever ye would that 


men ſhould do unto you, de ye even fo unto them, 


for that is the law and the prophets; for this is 


that the righteous Lord God requireth from 
his people in all ages. 


'This doing is accounted by many zealous 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity, in our preſent age, 
a moral righteouſneſs, and ſo but a ſmall part, 
or rather no part, of true godlineſs; but right- 
ly conſidered, all actual righteouſneſs, if it pro- 
ceed from a right ſpirit, is in itſelf the true 
| righteouſneſs of faith; and that moral, or of 


no authority, which is performed from a car- 


nal mind, in imitation of good men's practi- 
ces, but out of their life and nature: for if 
the tree be known by its fruits, fruit manifeſt- 
_ eth the nature of the tree. If our God be, as 
certainly he is, righteous in all his ways, and 
juſt in all his works, no people on the face of 
the earth are more godlike, none bear his image 
taore exat, than ſuch whoſe converſations are 
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upright, honeſt, and juſt ; and nothing can be 
more juſt, than to da unto ethers in all things, 
whatſoever we would that they ſbauld do unto 1s. 


This is the excellent righteouſneſs ; this ex- 
ceeds not only the righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, but the righteouſneſs of moſt 
| profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; for hereby we walk 
in Chriſt's footſteps, we fulfil both the law and 


the prophets. 


Moſes, from an admiration of the juſtice and 
equity that the Lord required from the ſons and 
daughters of men, under the adminiſtration of 
the law, uttered theſe words, Vat nation is 
there ſo great, who hath flalutes and judgments ſo 
rightecus, as all this lau that I ſet before you ® 
And doth the law of the Spirit of lite require 
leſs righteouſneſs from Chriſtians, than that 
_ outward law did from the Jews? I tell you nay, 


but rather more, for that more power is given 


to all true Chriſti ans to perform acts of right- 
eouſneſs. 


Were the e of all who are call- 
ed Chriſtians enlightened to ſee themſelves as 


they are, or had they but hearts to prove them- 
ſelves by this Chriſtian rule, meaſure them 


ſelves by this ſtraight line, weigh themſelves in 
this equal balance, the following ſorts of men 
and women, with many others, would no more 
paſs for true Chriſtians, in God's account, than 
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_ clipped and counterfeit money, when it came 


to the balance, did in men's accounts. 


As firſt, all ſuch who in ſuits of law, by 
perverting juſtice, or other ſubtle contrivances, 
polleſs themſelves of houſes, lands, or goods, 
that they have no right unto. | 


Secondly, all ſuch who by violent robbing, 
or private ſtealing, take that which is not their 
OWN. | : | 

Thirdly, all ſuch who detain the wages of 
the hireling, or grind on the neceſſities of the 
poor, by beating down the value of their la- 


bour till they cannot live thereby. 


Fourthly, all ſuch who in trade or dealing 
nſe light weights, ſhort meaſures, or any other 
kind of deceit. _ 

Fifthly, all ſuch who caſt their burthens on 
other men's ſhoulders, and go free themſelves. 

Sixthly, all ſuch as either give or take bribes 
to effect things that are not right. =» 


Seventhly, all ſuch who take wages to ſerve 
lord or maſter, and are not faithful to their truſt. 


Eighthly, all ſuch as make contracts, and 
perform not the ſame; or engage themſelves by 
promiſes, and have no regard to their word. 


Ninthly, all ſuch who by evil reports, whil- 
perings, or backbitings, ſow the ſeeds of ſtrife, 
create prejudice, or quench charity. 
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None of theſe abide in the doctrine of Chriſt, 
none of theſe do as they would be done unto ; 
though they bear a Chriſtian name, they are 
ſtrangers to a Chriitian life; they live not un- 
der Chriſt's government ; they are not ſwayed 
by a ſceptre of e ; and fo are not 
godlike. | 


Godlineſs and Chriſtianity bear but one 
image; and if we would know the nature of 
godlineſs, let us conſider the nature of ungod- 
lineſs. All ſober men will grant, that the 
proud, the covetous, the envious, the fraudu- 
lent, the extortioner, the ſwearer, the liar, &c. 
are ungodly ; ; and well they may, for where 
any ſuch vice gets head, little of the image of 
God appears ; amc if ſuch things make men 
ungodlike, the contrary, which is humility, 
meekneſs, moderation, ſobriety, truth, equity, 
and faithfulneſs, muſt needs make them godly. 


To become ungodly is an eaſy thing; for if 
our backs be turned on God, we have nothing 
in our eye but the world, and the vanities 
thereof, promiſing us ſuch content, that little 
elſe is minded. | 


But the great difficulty is to become godly 
again ; though thouſands are employed therein, 
little ſhew doth appear ; for in the eyes of de- 
generated men, there 1s no lovelineſs in that 
path ; and therefore the great query is, By 
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What way may the proud become humble, the 
wild become ſober, the covetous become con- 
tent, the fraudulent become juſt, the intem- 
perate become moderate, the incontinent. be- 


come chaſte, the unfaithful become faithful ? 


I know many will ſay, By hearing good mi- 


niſters, reading good books, and conferring 


with good men. But theſe things have been 
tried, and that for ſeveral years, by many, yet 
no ſuch change hath been wronght thereby. 


If advice, exhortation, or counſel, would 
effect this great work, we need not go any 
_ farther than the heavenly ſayings of Chriſt, in 
the aforeſaid fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh chapters 
of Matthew ; for if we could hear all the mi- 
niſters in the world, read all the good books 
in the world, and confer with all the good men 
in the world, we could not have better advice, 


counſel, and exhortations, than are contained 7 


in thoſe three chapters. 


By hearing good lere, 5 good. 


books, and conferring with good men, we may 
be convicted, but not thoroughly converted: 
for as virtue hath a ſpring, ſo vice hath a root 
that words will not reach. The ſtrength of 
ſin is the growth of that ſeed that the wicked 
one hath ſown in the inward parts of the ſons 
and daughters of men'; and foraſinuch as the 
cauſe is within, it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
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wholly removed by things without ; but as the 
cauſe is within, ſo the cure muſt be within, by 
mortifying the body of fin, or bringing down 
the ſtrength thereof, which is thus effected. 


There is no unrighteous thing done, but 
there is an inward motion before there is any 


outward action; and, by that light which en- 
lighteneth every man that cometh into the 
world, if our eyes be inward, we may ſee thoſe 
motions: and the way to mortify the bo- 
dy of fin, is to deny and turn from every ſuch 
motion in the riſing thereof, and ſo to cruſh 
the cockatrice in the ſhell; for in their riſing 
they are weak and powerleſs, and may be eaſi- 
ly turned back. And if we do not ſuppreſs 
vice in the riſings thereof, it will continue our 
lord ; but by every ſuch denial, we bring down 


that which would ariſe and reign in us and o- 


ver us, whether it be pride, covetouſneſs, en- 
vy, falſehood, or any other vice whatever; for 


the more denials are given to vice, the fewer 


aſſaults it will make; the ſtronger the oppoſi- 


tion, the weaker the attempt: as yielding gives 
vice ground to grow from a ſeed to a body, de- 


nials bring it down from a body to a ſeed; ſo 
that though ſomething thereof may abide in us, 


it doth not reign over us; but is in ſubjection 


to the ſceptre of righteouſneſs, or rule of a 
right Spirit. 
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The ax is never laid to the root of the tree, 
till a reformation begins within; the life of 
righteouſneſs ſtands in the mortification of ſin, 
which is an inward work. The ſpirit of this 
world muſt be brought down, before the Spirit 
of the Lord can be exalted in us; but as a right 
Spirit comes to reign, we have as many mo- 
tives to acts of righteouſneſs, as ever we had to 
acts of unrighteouſneſs; and as we give our- 


ſelves in obedience thereunto, grace grows in 
us, and we grow in grace: it is a change in go- 
- vernment that changeth our natures, and makes 


us to become new Creatures. 


By this we come to have the blefſ ing as well 


as the birthright ; for the bleſſi ing is not to tne 


exalted mind, but to the poor in ſpirit, to the 
merciful, to the pure in heart, who hunger and 
thirſt, not after riches and honour, but after 
righteouſneſs ; and all that hunger and thirſt 
after it, will endeavour to fatisfy their 1282 
with an increaſe of it. 


U 


Now a talent is not improved by lying hid 
in a napkin; if we would have more grace, we 
muſt exerciſe the meaſure we have attained un- 


to; we mult live in the continual practice of 
right things; we mult keep in lowlineſs, meek- 


neſs, temperance, patience, and other virtues ; 


-we mult be juſt in our dealings, as well in the 


ſmalleſt concern, as ſuch as are more weighty ; 


1 


for a fmall matter turns the tallnds; J and if 


that ſmall matter be wanting, things are not 
- juſt, we do not even as we would be done by. 


And this juſt dealing, as righteouſneſs comes 
to reign, will be no hard thing, for as we ac- 
cuſtom ourſelves thereunto, it will be upper- 
moſt ; it will be as a diligent handmaid, ready 
to offer her ſervice; and every act of righteouſ- 
neſs performed from the motives of a right ſpirit, 
hath its immediate reward; which is not only 


an anſwer of peace, but joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


The way of life is the way of pleaſantneſs, 
all her paths are peace; nothing makes it to 
ſeem difficult, but the averſeneſs of our natures, 
when once corrupted, thereunto; but as our 
natures come to be changed, we ſhall, from a 
ſenſible experience, ſay with David, Thy com- 
mandments are exceedingly broad. 


I cannot recommend myſelf, nor any other, 
after we are awakened unto righteouſneſs, to 
any better way for the reforming of our lives, 


than to turn in our eye to the gift of God tin 


ourſclves ; that by his candle we may fee the 


Tiling of vice, and ſo deny it; that the contra- 
Ty, N which 1s grace and truth, may riſe and reign 


in ns; for that is our help, that is our ſtrength, 
and that is our ene 


Words, whether retained in our memories, 


5.2 


or written in-our books, are but weak inſtru- 
inents for this work, becauſe the old man muſt 


be put off, which is an inward work ; and how 


is a ſorry gueſt put off, or a man that urgeth 


for that we are not willing to grant, but wy 
denying him, and turning from him ? 


Should we enter into reaſoning with any mo- 
tions of ſin, it is much if we be not overcome 
thereby, for that it is the nature of ſin, not to 


turn back at a ſmall denial, eſpecially if it be 


a ſin that hath prevailed over us before : but in 
turning therefrom we give it the repulſe; if it 
be not hearkened unto, it goes back. 


And as the old man is put off, the new man 
is put on; as vice is denied, virtue is embra- 
ced, and this new man makes us new creatures ; 
that which is created after God renews in us 
the image of God; and bearing that image in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs, our converſations 
will declare us to be Chriſtians indeed. 


But if this old man with his deeds of dark- 
neſs be not put off, the new man that is crea- 
ted after God's image in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs, will not be put on; and though we 
have been awakened unto righteouſneſs, we ſhall 
fall aſleep again, ſome in one form, and ſome 
in another, feeding on words withont any ſenſe 
of power or life; and this ſecond flzep appears 
to be a dead ſleep ; for that though we may hear 
much ſpoken againſt pride, covetouſneſs, en- 
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vy, &c. we are not as much as touched there- 
with, but live in the open ſhew thereof. 


Did the ſons and daughters of men, who are 
called Chriſtians, make it their concern to be 
Chriſtians indeed, by mortifying in themſelves 
the ſpirit of this world, which is the original 
of all vice, they would be not only a happy, 
but a lovely people; for by mortifying the bo- 
dy of ſin, oppreſſion would ceaſe, all wrongs 
and injuries would determine and be at an end; 
love would ſpring both to God and man; grace 
would grow; humility, meekneſs, modiragien, 

and all other virtues would ſhew themſelves ; 
they would be another manner of people in 


their converſations; their words and their 


works* would be juſt, upright, and honelt ; 


they would confide in one another without any 


ſcruple or doubt. What is more lovely than 


to be at all times, and on all occaſions, juſt, 


upright, honeſt, and faithful, doing to all men 
in all things whatſoever, even as we would 
that 'they ſhould do unto us? A living under 
the rule and government of a right Spirit, qua- 
lifies us, and makes us capable of performing 


every Chriſtian duty; Ve ſhall love the Lord our 


God with all our hearts, and our neighbours as 


ourſelves ; which is the ſum of all godlineſs, 


and the true character of 2 


THE END. 


ow... 


* 


